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Leiomyomas are benign smooth muscle tumors rarely found in the head and neck. Less than 1% of all leiomyomas are found in this region. 1 Furthermore, nasopharyngeal leiomyomas comprise a small minority of head and neck leiomyomas; more common sites include the lips, tongue, cheeks and palate, gingiva, and mandible. 1 Among benign nasopharyngeal tumors, other entities, such as fibromas, neurofibromas, and papillomas, are far more common. 2 Nasopharyngeal leiomyomas commonly present with symptoms of unilateral nasal obstruction and may be an incidental finding on pathologic examination after nasal polypectomy. Grossly, these tumors have smooth, well-appearing overlying mucosa. Figure 1 demonstrates an intraoperative view during endoscopic resection of a nasopharyngeal leiomyoma. As demonstrated in Figure 1 , the gross appearance of the tumor is similar to that of a uterine leiomyoma.
Histopathologic examination of nasopharyngeal leiomyomas reveals features typical of these benign tumors. Bundles of welldifferentiated, spindle-shaped smooth muscle cells are present. Many of these cells have elongated, ''cigar-shaped'' nuclei, with Figure 2 demonstrates these histopathologic findings. Nasopharyngeal leiomyomas appear and behave similarly to leiomyomas found elsewhere in the body. The nasopharynx is an exceedingly uncommon location for this pathology. Among benign nasopharyngeal lesions, leiomyomas are uncommon. Despite the rarity of this tumor, nasopharyngeal leiomyoma should be a part of the differential diagnosis for a nasopharyngeal mass.
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